End Time Promises to Give You Hope

“Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name,
claiming, ‘1 am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. You will hear of wars
and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things
must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in
various places.”

Matthew 24:4-7
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Preface

When | watch the news, my heart beats a little faster, and I start to feel anxious
and concerned about the future. Alarming news of natural disasters, political
upheaval, vicious wars, and indescribable suffering and pain strikes fear in our
hearts. Is this the end of time?

We are not to know the time of Jesus’ return, but there are signs to heed as the
time draws near. Matthew, Mark, and Luke all tell how Jesus warned the
disciples about the end of time. Jesus told them there would be false prophets,
Christ-pretenders who come in His hame. Wars and rumors of wars will leave
countries desolate, thousands will suffer famine and pestilence, and great
earthquakes will tremble across the globe ( Matthew 24:3-7). “‘All these are but
the beginning of the birth pains,”” Jesus declares (Matthew 24:8).

As the earth shudders in advance of Jesus’ return, men’s hearts will turn
toward evil as well. The apostle Paul writes to his beloved friend Timothy
warning the time will be difficult ( 2 Peter 3:1). In this passage, Paul identifies
more than 20 ungodly traits that will mark men as the time draws near: pride,
arrogance, abusiveness, and unholiness to name a few (2 Timothy 3:2-7).

If we look around, we notice the world looks a lot like these warning signs and
people are understandably fearful. Perhaps they fear God’s judgment. Maybe
they are unsure about the future or their salvation. For the children of God,
however, the end of time is not a fearful prospect but a time of rejoicing.
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https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/passage/?q=matthew+24:3-7
https://www.biblestudytools.com/matthew/24-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-peter/3-1.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/2-timothy/passage/?q=2-timothy+3:2-7

God’s Promises Never Fail
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Scripture tells us believers look forward to receiving beautiful promises when
Jesus returns. Trusting in these promises in the midst of troubled times
encourages us to look toward the heavens with anticipation, not anxiety.
Sometimes, though, fear overtakes us, and we struggle to find peace in the middle
of this turmoil.

When we feel those pangs of despair and dread as we withess tumultuous times
and encounter evil, let’s remember God’s promises that give us hope, not fear. For
God'’s promises never fail (Joshua 23:14). Here are a few promises we have for
hope:
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=jos+23:14

Eternal Life Is Ours

As believers, assurance of eternal life began the moment we surrendered our lives
to Jesus. We believe in our hearts that Jesus is the Son of God who lived a perfect
life, and then, obediently died the death we deserve so we could be reconciled with
God. Then He defeated death when he rose from the dead on the third day just as
He said He would. As Christ followers, we have the promise of eternal life.

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life .” (John 3:16)
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+3:16

Our Citizenship Is Heavenly

As God'’s children, we enjoy dual citizenship. We live on this earth, but our
citizenship is in heaven. If we visit another country, we do not become citizens of
that country because we cross its borders. We are merely visitors and remain a
citizen of our home country. The same is true for the kingdom of God. Our time on
this earth is temporary, and our real home is heaven. We have the promise of
heavenly citizenship.

"But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the
Lord Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 3:20)
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+3:20

We Move Into A New House
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During His last night with the disciples, Jesus told them He was leaving and would
return. He was going to prepare a place for them in His Father’s house. In that
house are many rooms, He told them (John 14:2). Wanting to get there soon,
Thomas wanted directions. So, Jesus told him, “I am the way, and the truth, and
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’” (John 14:6). Jesus is the
only way to our heavenly home. Our limited imaginations cannot begin to picture

this glorious house. Whatever the home design, we are promised Jesus is
preparing it just for us (John 14:2-7).
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+14:2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+14:6
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+14:2-7

The Old Body Is Made New

Our earthly bodies are fragile. Our bones break, and disease causes pain and
suffering. Even if we have health, aging exacts a toll. When Jesus returns,
however, we receive new glorious bodies. Paul looked forward to his new body. He
encourages the Philippians by reminding them that although men turn to evil and
the world is discouraging, “the Lord Jesus Christ will transform our lowly body to
be like his glorious body” (Philippians 3:21). Through Jesus, we have hope in the
promise of a glorious eternal body.
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=php+3:21

Nothing Can Break Us Apart

NTHING CAN SEPARATE
US FROM THE“ LD\ﬁ oF GOD

In Paul's letter to the Roman church, he asks, “who can separate us from the love
of Christ?” The answer: no one and nothing. Not life or death, angels nor demons,
no power or living creature, nothing can separate us from the love of Christ
(Romans 8:35).

Even when the world is spinning out of control, despair and tragedy all around, we
are carefully in the grip of God’s love. If He is for us, who, or what can come
against us (Romans 8:31)? Nothing. God promises that we will never be without
His love.
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+8:35
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=ro+8:31

An Inheritance Awaits

In Peter's first letter, he writes to the scattered Christians suffering persecution.
Then, as now, the people feared the world and Peter wanted to encourage them to
have hope. He reminds them of the precious inheritance that awaits us in heaven.
This eternal inheritance will not perish, spoil or fade and God himself is the guard
(1 Peter 1:3-5).

It seems that everything that was once valuable in this world is waning. What is
important today will be replaced with something more important tomorrow. For us,
however, a precious inheritance awaits that never tarnishes or depletes. This
inheritance is not silver or gold but the promise of everlasting life with Christ.
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=1pe+1:3-5

Sin And Suffering Disappear

As the apostle John records the revelation of the new earth and a new Jerusalem, a
loud voice tells him that God will dwell with His people and He will lovingly wipe
away every tear. The old order of things that included pain, suffering, sickness, sin,
temptation, and death is erased (Revelation 21:1-4). The new order of things
promises eternal worship and rejoicing as we sit in the presence of God.

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Look! God’s dwelling place is
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and
God himself will be with them and be their God.‘He will wipe every tear from their
eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order
of things has passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4)
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+21:1-4
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+21:3-4

There Will Be A Heavenly Celebration

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.

Revelation 21:4

As we await Jesus’ return, we ready ourselves as a bride prepares for her wedding.
Our preparations and details include loving others, sharing God’s grace and mercy,
learning more about God, and turning away from temptation and sin. We are not to
simply peer into the clouds looking for Jesus’ return. We are to prepare for His
return.

Once that day arrives and the necessary things take place, there will be a great
feast, a banquet, and as God’s children, we are all invited. Nothing to wear, you
say? Jesus will give us fine linen robes of white worn only by God’s people
(Revelation 19:6-9). We have the promise of heavenly celebration with Christ.

End Time Promises to Give You Hope
11


http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+19:6-9

In the book of Revelation, there are several explicit descriptions of war. Nation will
go against nation, son against father, friend against friend. At one point, it will
seem the enemy is winning. Scripture tells us how that ends. We win! God

destroys the enemy, and he no longer whispers lies, condemns and tempts. He will
never again cause pain or destruction (Revelation 19:19-21). We don’t have to wait
until the end of times to receive this victory. Through our faith in Jesus, we win
over sin, and its destruction. We have the promise of triumph over the enemy.
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=re+19:19-21

God Moves In

According to scripture, many tragic events must take place at the end of time.
Wars, earthquakes, and worse will come to pass, but once God has reckoned with
the enemy, God will dwell among us. One Bible paraphrase says, “God will move
into the neighborhood...” (Revelation 21:3-5MSG) Another version says, “God’s
home is now with his people. He will live with them...” (Revelation 21:3 CEV).

Either way, our Creator will live with us and among us. The prospect of walking and
talking with God the Father is a beautiful promise that gives us hope and
anticipation of things to come.

Maybe the time is tomorrow, we are not told, but the signs clearly point in the
direction to Jesus’ return. Some become fearful at the prospect. Without a doubt,
the description of the end of time in scripture is unsettling. As children of God,
however, we do not have to despair in these difficult times. We have the promises
of eternal life in a heavenly home in the presence of God for all time. We have hope
for the future, not fear.
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